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By Anastas:a Pansios

The 'fnze musmxans eft :

_ey have the funky,

r011 bamis Nez-‘

brasstacks appearance of |

“tha Mlman Brothers- | ¢

Grateful Dead school of °

bazzds-

luﬂatic. They have wild,

dark, frizzy hair and wear ~
‘lmbe ievably sleazy, color- . -
ful “costumes,” that more
" {han occasionally look like

Halloween: leftovers.

They reel around the
stage in- a sort of well-

kcenirolied anarchy, When ..

“obgan: player Norman. Co-
tone. steps out in front to
_sing “Mr. Dream,” it's as if

-4 -Dizarre, writhing mad-

man has taken over the
stage. He staggers, jumps
and ferks like a spastic.

Rainbow Canyon mem-
_bers aren't. cute, but they.

have the power of rock ‘o’
16l inthem. At atime:when

- miost musicians who have

‘ been-around as long as they

have would have retired to
sédate lounge bands, these
Cleveland-based perform-
't are out presenting some
- 0f the most energetic rock

‘usic: this area has been

' privileged to:hear.

-he group’s drummer
and leader Buddy Maver
Said: “To exc:te pegple, you

Jreeord company
will recognize the pristine,

" Have to-be exciting. To be
- exeiting; voiit have to be

excited ang it has fo be
genuine. — a feeling of -
‘WOW! I'm up here p_laying
rock ‘n"rofl.”

There are: leﬁs af Lloset'

musicians around who want, =,

to make tapesin their base- ®

ments and hope that-some
person

unspoiled beauty of their
creatiolls, uncompromised

by the grind of playmg‘
clubs every night. That is .
not-Rainbow €anyon, and
- #hat’s-why it's good..

Buddy expressed it as a
question: “Would you rath-

er be in a band that could
pack a place and have peo-

ple dig it, or would you
rather play in a place
where no-one came and no
one dug the music.except a

“couple of people who .

thought they were hip?"”

A Ramb{}w—Canyon

‘bow Canyon know what it's
: hke to be in that latter sort
gB oup. Maver and guitar-

t Billy Hanna did come.to
success once before with .

" Charade, which had a hit
“And You Do” in the sum-
‘mér-of 1971: =

shortly after that due to

_personal problems. Hanna:

went on {0 Ramu and Bud-
.dy formed Mushroom
“which also included Rain-
bow's. bass: player, €hester
Florence. Guitarist Greg
Grandillo was playing in

_ Fully Assembled and then

in Pig Tron, as was Cotone, |
“and later Maver and
"Florence.

In the summer of 1972, -

Hanna, Maver, Florence,

Cotone and Grandillo saf .
down and mapped out plans |
for Rainbow. They followed -

That band z‘:i;s'band ed

area, with one of the best
live rock shows this area
hasseen, onealbumout and
another in the works,

this spring, has some nice
 verveis n.oﬁt fully conveyed

is much. thicker and the
music more richly devel-
oped:

OF course, the record is

directly fo- an audience. At
least, the group's exquisite
five-part harmonies are ad-

_| equately shown even if the

fire and intensity of its in-
strumental work is not. ©

They feel that, based on
| what they learned from

those plans and arrived at !

. where they are now: one of
Allthe. members of Rain-

the more popular bands in

Ohio and the surrounding

Taat first album, “Rollin
in the Rockies,” releasedf

music on it, but the hand’s

on vinyl, Live, their sound.

unable to get across how
well the group can relate -

makmg then‘ first alhum
and their musical develop:

-ment since they made it, |
they will be more able for,
. present themselves accus.
L rately. They have three
.songs written, arranged

and ready for performmg
including a tough; propul-
sive rocker called “Blue
Jean Dream Machine;” that

is much harder than any-- -

thing on the last album.
Three other songs are writ--

" ten but not worked out and,
-{ three more are in. frag-
ments. They plan to be-
récording late this sum-

mer.

Because the group’s
strength lies in live per-
forming, naticnal recogni-
tionfor them would seem to
depend upon live exposure
elsewhere. As {0 when this
will happen, Maver says
simply “We're ready.”

The Rainbow Canyon
five are hard at work on
their next album. Indeed
they are. Their sets are
fast-paced, high-energy ar-
“rapgemments of sengs from
the last album, a couple of
new things and some of the
best of the bar standards on
which ‘they built their fol-
lowing. These include De-
rek and the Dominoes’

“Layla,” Yes's “Rounda- .

bout’ and Lee Michaels’

“Would You Be Happy. ”_'_3::

- These the group expands:

with some impressi g8~
lo work and closs

detivered with uncommon |
conviction,

1¢'s conviction that
makes Rainbow Canyon .
work more than its isiru-
mental tightness;- its £l
harmonies “or the stren
of its rhythm section; th
all-important “bottom
that. makes rock “n’
what itis. The group
es ifs audiences bee
honestly, there is no
Rainbow Canyon woul
rather he doing than play«
ing for the people — ami it.
shows.



